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DEMOCRACY AND THE IBERIAN PENINSULA 
ANNCR: 

NEWS ANALYST FRED GALVAN EXAMINES RECENT EVENTS IN 
PORTUGAL AND SPAIN IN THE CONTEXT OF DEMOCRACY'S FUTURE 
THERE. 

VOICE: 

ANY POLITICALLY-MINDED GAMBLER LOOKING AT BOTH COUNTRIES 
TWO YEARS AGO WOULD HAVE REFUSED TO GIVE ODDS ON THE PROSPECTS 
FOR A RETURN OF DEMOCRACY Iii PORTUGAL OR SPAIN, 

TWO YEARS AGO, PORTUGAL WAS IN THE GRIP OF REVOLUTIONARY 
TUSTABILITY, ITS REVOLUTION OF APRIL, 1974, SHREDDED THE 
POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONONIC FABRIC OF PORTUGAL'S AUTHORITAR IAN 
RULE OF CLOSE TO FIFTY YEARS. IT SEEMED THEN THAT THE RULING 
REVOLUTIONARY MILITARY JUNTA WAS UNABLE TO REPLACE THE 
INSTITUTIONS IT HAD DESTROYED WITH AN EFFECTIVE ALTERNATIVE. 
COPT) PORTUGAL'S POLITICAL LIFE WAS CHARACTERIZED BY STRIFE 
WITHIN THE RULING MILITARY, AND BETWEEN MODERATE PARTIES AND 
THEIR MORE EXTREMIST RIVALS -- PARTICULARLY THE COMMUNISTS 
WHO HAD EFFECTED AN UNHOLY ALLIANCE WITH SOME OF THE MORE 
RADICAL MILITARY, CEND OPT) 

AS THE POLARIZATION OF THE COUNTRY BETWEEN THE LEFT AND 
CENTER REACHED DANGEROUS PROPORTIONS WITH VIOLENCE PROLIFERATING, 
MODERATE MILITARY LEADERS SAW THE NEED FOR ESTABLISHING 
DEMOCRATIC RULE. 

IN THIS THEY WERE SECONDED BY THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE THEM- 
SELVES. (OPT) FOR THE ALSO PERCEIVED THE NEED FOR AN URGENT END 


TO ANARCHY WHICH HAD PARALYZED THE NATION'S ECONOMY AND RATSED 


NEWS ANALYSIS NO. 1-1118 PAGE 2 
QUESTIONS AS TO ITS RELIABILITY AS AN ALLY AMONG ITS NEIGHBORS 
IN WESTERN EUROPE. CEND OPT) THROUGH FREELY-CONDUCTED ELECTIGNS 
-- FIRST FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSENBLY, THEN FOR A LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY AND LAST MONTH FOR PRESIDENT -~ THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE 
SHOWED THEY REPUDIATED BOTH A RETURN TO THE AUTHORITARIAN RULE 
FROM WHICH THE MILITARY HAD FREED THEM, OR A CONTINUATION OF 
THE REVOLUTIONARY CHAOS THE COMMUNISTS AND THEIR ALLIES WERE 
PROMOTING. THE OUTCOME OF THE THREE ELECTIONS GAVE PORTUGAL 
A WHEW GOVERNHENT HEADED BY A MILITARY MAH, BUT MADE UP OF 
NON-CONMUNIST MODERATES, HEADED BY SOCIALIST PRIME MINISTER 
CMARIO) SOARES. PORTUGAL'S NE!’ PRESIDENT, GENERAL ANTONIO 
RAMALHO EANES HAS WARNED EXTREMISTS THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WILL NOT 
TOLERATE ANY IiiSURRECTIONAL ACTIVITY. 

ACROSS THE BORDER FROM PORTUGAL, THE SITUATION IN SPAII 
WAS ALSO EVOLVING TWO YEARS AGC -- BUT AT A MUCH SLOWER, 
LABORIOUS PACE, FRANCISCO FRANCO WAS NEARING THE END OF HIS 
DAYS AS SPAIN'S AUTHORITARIAN RULER. AT HIS DEATH LAST YEAR, 
HIS CHOSEN HEIR, PRINCE JUAI! CARLOS TOOK OVER AS KING OF SPAIN 
AND CHIEF OF STATE. SPAIN'S NEW KING AND HIS ADVISERS MOVED 
WITH CAUTIOUS BUT FIRM STEPS TO DISIIANTLE THE REMNANTS OF THE 
AUTHOR ITAR IAN FRANCO GOVERNHENT. 

THE YOUNG KING WAS A PRIME MOVER IN THO DEMOCRATIC REFORMS 
THAT SO FAR HAVE STUCK. ONE WAS THE LIBERATION OF LAWS GOVERNING 
ELECTIONS TO THE SPANISH CORTES OR PARLIAMENT. ANOTHER WAS THE 
MORE RECENT REORGANIZATION: OF THE SPANISi{ CABINET HEADED BY 
A FRANCO HOLD-OVER, PRIME MINISTER ARIAS NAVARRO. HE HAS BEEN 
REPLACED BY A YOUNG TECHNCCRAT, ADOLFO SUAREZ GONZALEZ. AND 


JUST THIS WEEK, SPAIN MOVED ONE STOP CLOSER TOWARD DEMOCRACY 
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BY PERMITTING PRACTICALLY UNTRAMNELED POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY 
THE COUNTRY'S PARTIES -- WITH THE EXCEPTION HOWEVER OF THE 
STILL PROSCRIBED COMMUNISTS. 

THE ROAD TOWARD DEMOCRACY FOR PORTUGAL AND SPAIN IS LONG 
AND DIFFICULT -- BUT THEY HAVE COME A LONG WAY IN THE PAST 
TWO YEARS. (OPT) IN SO DOING, THE ODDS THAT POLITICALLY-MINDED 
GAMBLERS WOULD NOW GIVE AS TO THE PROSPECTS FOR DEMOCRACY 
THERE HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY SHORTENED. 
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